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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Development Policy Panel 19 April 2017

BROWNFIELD LAND REGISTER
 
Report by Planning Policy

FOR INFORMATION 

Portfolio: Planning – Cllr Angela Glass 

Key Decision: No

1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform the Councillors of the Brownfield Land 
Regulations that came into force on the 16th April 2017. 

1.2 The Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register) Regulations 2017 
introduce a requirement for the Council to prepare and maintain a register of 
previously developed land within the planning authority’s area. The register must 
be published by 31st December 2017. 

2.0 Recommendation 

2.1 It is recommended that the Panel:
i) Note the contents of this report 

3.0 Summary 

3.1 The regulations set out that the Council must prepare and maintain a register of 
previously developed land within the planning authority’s area. The South Downs 
National Park Authority is the Local Planning Authority for the SDNP and 
therefore this will only cover the area of East Hampshire outside the National 
Park.  Sites must meet the definition of “previously developed land” in Annex 2 of 
the National Planning Policy Framework. The Regulations require that the 
register is split into two parts. 

3.2 Further government guidance is due to be published in the near future to assist 
local authorities in developing their registers.  

4.0 Subject of Report 

4.1 To be included on the register, sites must:
 have an area greater than 0.25 hectares or which can support at least 5 

dwellings;
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 be 'suitable' and 'available' for residential development; and
 residential development of the land must be 'achievable'. 

4.2 The register must be kept in 2 parts.  Part 1 of the register will simply be the land 
available that meets the above requirements. Part 2 will set out land meeting 
those requirements, and which the authority has decided to allocate for 
residential development, having followed the applicable procedures set out in 
regulations 6 to 13. 

4.3 Suitable means the land has been allocated in a local development plan, or has 
planning permission, or in the authority’s view is appropriate for residential 
development having regard to the natural environment, the local built 
environment, local amenity impact and any relevant representations received. 

4.4 Having regard to the natural environment will include looking at national 
environmental designations such as Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Having regard to the local built environment will 
include looking at Heritage Assets such as Listed Buildings. Having regard to the 
local amenity will look at any adverse impact on the local amenity which such 
development might cause for intended occupiers of the development or 
neighbouring properties. 

4.5 Available for residential development means that the owner has expressed an 
intention to sell or develop the land, or a developer intends to develop, or in the 
opinion of the authority there are no issues relating to ownership or legal 
impediments which might prevent development. 

4.6 Achievable means in the opinion of the local authority, development is likely to 
take place in the next 15 years from the date it is entered on the register, having 
regard to any information publicly available and any relevant representations 
received.  

4.7 To be included in part 2 of the register, sites must meet the criteria set out above 
and the authority has decided to allocate the land for residential development, 
having followed the publication and consultation procedures.

4.8 The publication and consultation procedures include: 

 site notices
 in certain circumstances, notifying parish councils/ neighbourhood forums,
 in certain circumstances, consultation with county planning authorities,
 consultation with the usual statutory consultees where required by the Town 

and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015, and also any person, body or authority with whom they have 
been required to consult in relation to an application for planning permission 
for residential development of the land.  

4.9 The Council is required to review the entries in the register at least once a year 
from the date of first publication. 
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4.10 Where land is entered in Part 2 of the register, it will be granted permission in 
principle, which establishes the suitability, in principle, of the land for housing-led 
development. 

5.0 Implications 

5.1 Resources: The Council will receive New Burdens Funding from CLG to prepare 
and maintain a Brownfield land register. The Council has received a new burdens 
grant payment of £14,645 for 2016/17 which has been carried forward into 2017-
18. The Council will receive further grant payments for 2017/18, 2018/19 and 
2019/20; the amount of funding from 2016/17 onwards has not been published 
and is to be kept under review by CLG. The funding will be used by the Planning 
Policy Team to initially design and create a register and to cover staff costs for 
entering initial information. Future years funding will be used to cover staff costs 
for maintaining the register day to day and to fulfil the requirements of the annual 
review of the registers.

5.2 Legal: The Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register) Regulation 
2017 came into force on the 16th April 2017 

5.3 Strategy: Joint Core Strategy Policy CP2 sets out that new development will 
make the best use of previously developed land and buildings.  

5.4 Risks: None.

5.5 Communications: None. 

6.0 Consultation: Officers from Development Management are aware of the 
requirement to produce a brownfield register. 

Appendices:

Appendix A – The Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register) Regulations 
2017
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